
We’re young 
professionals…

ask us anything!



So, we asked some ypS about their solid waste careers…
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What do these 
yps even want?
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Would you consider leaving…
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What do you value 
about working in 
the industry?

OPPORTUNITY
INDUSTRY IMPACT

PEOPLE

ENVIRONMENTAL LEARN
variety



What do you 
value about 
working in the 
industry?
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“I really like the diverse range of projects available-
there are so many different directions you can take 
your career... it is an industry that is local, global, 
and affects everyone across socioeconomic levels. 
You can really have a big impact! Also, people don't 
take themselves too seriously, which is nice.”



What do you value about your organization?

“The commitment and care for people 
and the environment over profit”
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“Local government - work for the community in which 
I live. We're progressive and have a plan to handle solid 
waste in the most sustainable way…”

“Culture, talents, management”

“I value the mentorship, open communication, and 
confidence in my abilities.”



How to better recruit and retain yps?
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“Most of the young professionals are highly 
motivated and come with high expectations. 
Understanding their professional goals and progress 
and help them to achieve that is the best way.”

“More mentorship-like programs to advance skills“

“Higher salaries“

“My employer does an excellent job of 
mentoring, challenging, and growing their 
employees through meaningful work”



“You have meaning. You are paving the way for the 
next young professional to build. Once you retire you 
will be able to look back and see all your hard work 

improving the life of residents and visitors.”
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WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO A STUDENT 
CONSIDERING A CAREER IN SOLID WASTE?



Meet the panel

Monica Hool
CDM Smith

Ben Lopez
Sarasota County

Melissa Madden
FDEP

Caleb Gonzalez
Lee County

Chad Spreadbury
Jones Edmunds

10


	We’re young professionals…�ask us anything!
	So, we asked some ypS about their solid waste careers…
	What do these yps even want?
	Would you consider leaving…
	What do you value about working in the industry?
	What do you value about working in the industry?
	What do you value about your organization?
	How to better recruit and retain yps?
	“You have meaning. You are paving the way for the next young professional to build. Once you retire you will be able to look back and see all your hard work improving the life of residents and visitors.”
	Meet the panel

