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On a scale of 1-5 (5 = extremely easy, accessible and understood; 
1 
= near impossible) how would you rate recycling in the city or 
county where you live and/or work?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



GEOSYNTEC CONSULTANTS

Circa 2014
Bright eyed, 
bushy tailed, 
and super 
optimistic

More school…

Some work…

Some very 
anti-recycling 
roommates…

National 
Sword…

Today

A little less 
optimism, but 
still excited 
to work on 
solutions!

Pandemic…

2008 – Florida sets 75% 
diversion by 2020 goal

2020 – Florida at 

50% diversion



“Necessity is the mother of invention.” 

-Proverb



GEOSYNTEC CONSULTANTS

Connecticut
• No remaining MSW 

landfill capacity

• Heavily relies on WTE

Figure source: (2013 data) 
2016 Connecticut 
Comprehensive Materials 
Management Strategy
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Rhode Island

• Primarily relies on RI 

Resource Recovery 

Corp to run state’s major 

landfill, recycling and 

composting programs



GEOSYNTEC CONSULTANTS

Massachusetts

Figure source: 2019 Mass Materials Management Capacity Study 
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/02/19/capstudy.pdf

• Most expensive state to landfill 

waste ($122.63/ton)

https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2019/02/19/capstudy.pdf


GEOSYNTEC CONSULTANTS

Vermont

• One major active landfill 

• Implemented Act 148 

which “jettisoned the 

concept of waste itself”

• Third most expensive 

state to landfill waste 

($116.46)



GEOSYNTEC CONSULTANTS

New Hampshire

Figure source: New Hampshire 
2019 Biennial Solid Waste Report

LF Capacity

2035



GEOSYNTEC CONSULTANTS

Maine

• Combination of landfills 

and WTE

• Recently passed a 

packaging EPR law



“Florida’s [pre-2008] recycling rate, which was 

calculated based on recycling traditional materials, 

was 30%. If that same methodology was applied to 

2020, the recycling rate would be 25%.” 

Measuring success in Florida

Source: Florida and the 2020 75% Recycling Goal Final Report



By 2030: Reduce annual disposal by 1.7 

million tons (30% reduction)

By 2050: Reduce annual disposal by 5.1 

million tons (90% reduction)

Massachusetts goals



Carrots and Sticks of Recycling

Carrots:
PAYT

Grants

Home 
composting 
support

Sticks:

Disposal 
bans

Fines

EPR



Case Study –
Commercial Food Waste Bans
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Vermont Act 148 
2014-2019: Mandatory composting/donation of food for generators 

above threshold, if composting facility is within 20 miles

2014
Threshold = 
104 tons/yr

2015
Threshold = 
52 tons/yr

2016
Threshold = 
26 tons/yr

2017
Threshold = 
18 tons/yr

2017
Garbage facilities 
must accept food 

residuals

2020
Landfill ban on food waste –
all businesses and residents



GEOSYNTEC CONSULTANTS

Maine EPR Law

July 2022 –
Funding 

available, 
hire staff

Dec 2023 –
Initiate rule 

making

2024 –
Anticipated 
adoption of 

rules

2026 –
Select 

stewardship 
organization

2026 – First 
producer 
payments 

due

2027 – First 
payments to 

municipalities 
begin



Increasing Options and 
What Comes First?

Materials 
collected

Curbside 
collection

Collection 
at facilities

Alternative 
drop-offs



Case Study - Vermont



Education



Case Study – Recyclopedias

Recyclopedia

https://www.ecomaine.org/what-can-be-recycled/recyclopedia/


Equity

Populations that recycle well need to:

Have access to 
recycling 
options

Be educated 
on how to 

recycle well

Be engaged 
and motivated 
about recycling 



Case Study – New Bedford, MA 
Multilingual Recycling Videos

• Videos -

Facilities & Fleet 

Management -

City of New 

Bedford Official 

Website 

(newbedford-

ma.gov)

https://www.newbedford-ma.gov/facilities-fleet-management/videos/


Imagine where you live/work in 10 years. What would you like to 
see change in the current diversion program/infrastructure the 
most?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Where do we need to put the most effort in 
the coming years?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.


