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01
What, Why, How?



Landfills Are an Asset

Centrally Located

Good Access and Control

Environmental Attributes

Adjacent Operations

Communities Have Encroached on them 
and Residents Seeking Beneficial Uses



It Can Be Done
40 CFR § 258.61(c)
Though Shall Not Disturb

But…Demonstrate No Further Risk to 
Human Health and the Environment

Considerations
Cover System Modifications
Protection of Critical Infrastructure
Landfill Gas Protections
Settlement Impacts
Utility Extensions



Coordination

Administration

Parks Department

Regulators

Community



Protections

Thickened Cover Soil

Penetrations

Increased Monitoring

Maintenance

Operation Constraints

Stormwater/Erosion



02
Puente Hills Landfill Park 



Puente Hills Landfill – Los Angeles County



Constraints

Existing ET Soil Final Cover

Select Fill for Accessibility and Plantings

Existing LFG Infrastructure Access

LFG Migration Protection

Increased Maintenance

Settlement Considerations

Stormwater/Erosion



ET Cap Function To Be Maintained

Additional Soil Cover
• Compacted Clay k < 4x10-5 cm/sec

• Higher Permeability would Develop 
Head and Increase Infiltration Rate

• Potential for 12" Clay Loam to 
Support Vegetation





Puente Hill Environmental 
Justice Center









03
Cedar Rapids / Linn County

Mt. Trashmore



Mt. Trashmore

Cedar Rapids/Linn County, Iowa

Closed LF 2012

Great Views of Cedar River

Adjacent to Cedar River Trail

Existing Compost Operations Adjacent

Community Support













04
FL Examples



FL Regulations
62-701.610

-Department retains regulatory control over any 
activities that may affect the integrity of the 
environmental protection measures. 

-Consultation with the Department is required.

Guidance for Use of Waste Disposal 
Areas, April 2019  

-Preferred re-use of landfill includes recreational 
facilities. 

-Construction plans and a detailed description of 
the project reviewed by to the DEP's District office.

-In most cases a permit not required, except for 
ERP for surface water.



Apalachee Regional Park

-Leon County, Florida

-Multi-Use Recreational Park

-Hiking / Biking

-Cross Country Course

-Remote Control Airfield

-Disc Golf (planned future use)







Other FL Parks on Closed Sites

-Rothenbach Park (Sarasota 

County)

-Vista View Park (Broward 

County)

-Dyer Park and Park Ridge Golf 

Course (Palm Beach County)



Questions?
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